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Datalog is Cortech Developments’ core product. It is a modular software suite that has been developed as a 
single or multi user graphical user interface providing local and remote site monitoring and control of building, 
fire, security and energy systems.

Datalog provides smart interoperability of third party control technology with the integration of CCTV, access 
control, intruder, perimeter, fire, intercom, staff safety, BMS, energy and other emerging technologies.

Managing building, fire, security operations across multiple sites and complex building environments can be 
a significant challenge. Extensive sites can often involve the monitoring of thousands of circuits with multiple 
control systems. This can be daunting for an operator in the instance of simultaneous events, where speed and 
consistency of response in line with company policy is a prerequisite. These events could be critical life safety 
situations and require immediate action to limit risk and escalation.

Datalog

How you benefit

Reduced risk and cost
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There is a common requirement and need for visibility and control of multiple systems and equipment.  
Integration, smarter interoperability and centralisation maximise workplace safety, security and building efficiency.  
Put simply, distance between buildings and sites is no longer a barrier.

Datalog provides a single operating routine for the management of building, fire and security technology that 
delivers significant benefits for the end user.

Reduced risk and cost

Back to overview

Datalog

Increased efficiency

Greater situation awareness

Reduced operational cost
How you benefit

Accountability

Reduced risk
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As a single operating platform with just one database, Datalog eliminates the inefficiencies associated with 
managing control equipment as individual disparate systems.

Events at a wide range of remote sites can be monitored and controlled quickly and effectively.

System warnings, events and alarms are all clearly identified [with pre-determined event help information], 
prioritised, graphically located and visually verified with automatic CCTV video and audio to enable a more 
efficient and accountable response.

Datalog provides an audit trail of events which includes a full history database which can be linked to retrieve 
audio and video verification for each event. This comprehensive reporting facility will search, correlate and collate 
information to produce quick view graphics enabling you to identify trends and patterns.

How you benefit

Back to overview

Datalog

Reduced risk and cost
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Cortech Developments offer Energy and BMS modules for the real time monitoring and control of smart building 
technology. This reduces the need and overhead cost for a dedicated manned BMS control desk.  

Whilst security operations may remain as a standalone responsibility, improved interfacing will assist with 
communication and management of ‘out of hours’ response.

Smart energy monitoring reduces your energy usage, emissions and costs. Datalog provides real time threshold 
monitoring for consumption and emissions, automatically generating alarm events and procedural responses. 
This is particularly beneficial with monitoring instances of leaks and exceptional high energy use that are not 
immediately evident.

Cortech Developments’ Energy and BMS modules can be linked dynamically to existing integration you have for 
security and fire equipment.

Smart Buildings

Greater interoperability

Key features
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Display meter readings – online hosting includes monitoring, analysis reporting and reviews

Intelligent metering – real-time events and comprehensive reporting

Switch outputs for sounders, lights and display

Set thresholds for power, temperature and water usage

Key features

Back to overview

Greater interoperability

Smart Buildings
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Back to overview

Key features

Cost savings and improved security are achieved through greater interoperability between targeted metering; 
back office booking, occupation, energy analysis and the security system.  

By way of example, on line booking of rooms and space can be directly linked to intelligent use of power 
and lighting. Occupation can be verified by security devices and CCTV, while energy use thresholds can be 
automatically raised and lowered by occupation detection. Security can be intelligently enabled and disabled.

Smarter interoperability could for example prevent instances of water leakages. The resulting disruption from this 
can be significant; the potential for subsequent damage and the associated cost of repairs represents a major 
risk to business. 

Excess and threshold monitoring is not usually linked to 24hr manned response monitoring detection systems. 
Integrating water usage thresholds with building occupation can be an effective measure to offer real time 
indication that rooms, areas and buildings are at risk, providing the opportunity for early preventative intervention. 

Greater interoperabilitySmart Buildings
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Integration through the deployment of a graphical user interface enables organisations to 
benefit from:

Monitoring and control from one location.

Monitoring and control from another location i.e. with communication over the network established, 
the control room could be anywhere. Even a Security Managers laptop could be a secondary point 
of control for emergency planning.

The graphical user interface enables the operator to view 3D graphic maps of various sites and 
buildings with icons depicting the location of control technology. This assists the operator in locating 
alarms quickly and maximising the speed of response for incidents across local and remote sites.  

The system also provides an audit trail of all events, including a full history database which can be 
linked to audio and video verification for each event.  One routine for all systems

& Benefits
Features

Real time monitoring and control
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Datalog reduces the complexity for operators responding to the wide range of different manufacturers 
control equipment found in a control room or a security gate house. Datalog offers a single operating 
routine for all systems under control. Operators control multiple alarm input and output interaction, 
combined with audio and video verification.

Operator friendly

& Benefits
Features

One routine for all systems
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Datalog provides the user with a very easy to use graphics package to control and monitor local 
and remote building, fire and security systems. Colour graphics provide clear and concise location 
reporting, eliminating the need for extensive operator training.  The management system can be 
configured to automatically respond to events, even when the operator is away from the system.

Simple navigation

Navigation around the system is simplified by pointing or clicking on the graphical display to zoom in or 
out of a building, area or floor plan. The system allows ‘user’ set up and configuration of portals which 
are outlined, shaded or invisible. Clicking on the portal can be configured to zoom in and clicking 
outside the portal can be set to take you back out of any map view.

Cortech Developments’ in-house graphical design team play a key role in developing new techniques 
for assisting operators with the navigation around extensive and complex site maps. This process has 
been greatly enhanced and simplified with the latest version of Datalog.

& Benefits
Features

Operator friendly

Pinpoint location optimises
speed of response
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Building maps and floor plans are now available in an optional high resolution 3D format. The stunning 
detail of these maps enables operators to pinpoint the locations of all buildings, rooms and control 
systems with great ease.

Datalog incorporates a host of additional map and graphical features that will benefit the operator. 
These include automatic map resizing, greater levels of magnification, enhanced navigation between 
maps and additional zooms which are particularly beneficial for the remote monitoring and control of 
multiple sites.

& Benefits
Features

Prioritise alarms

Pinpoint location optimises speed of response
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Datalog can handle simultaneous alarms and events without the need for operator intervention. The 
system offers 256 levels of priority used for prioritising graphical displays, CCTV and other 
pre-determined events on alarm.

Help instructions on alarm

Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s) provide instructions to the user around what to do in response 
to specific events and alarms. These are dynamic and can automatically change depending on the 
time of day, day of the week or any other external influences such as open days, events or a higher 
state of security alert.

& Benefits
Features

Quick and easy reports

Prioritise alarms
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Information is critical in managing an efficient and effective control room and a key component of 
Datalog is the process for obtaining quick and simplified reports. Features include multiple choices of 
report events, quick reports for circuits and cameras, text search, reports across day boundaries 
and more.    

Datalog logs all system actions, which is a powerful tool in determining the sequence of events should 
any historical analysis be required. This provides a comprehensive audit trail of alarms, events and 
operator information.

Reports include alarm event analysis which can be either manually or automatically generated. Alarm 
analysis will search, correlate and collate information to produce quick view graphs to identify trends 
and patterns.

& Benefits
Features

Mimic visualises multi-site
overview

Quick and easy reports
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The Datalog software incorporates the mimic driver. The mimic displays a fixed map / drawing in its 
own window. It is displayed on its own monitor to act as either a single or multi-site overview, providing 
greater situation awareness.

& Benefits
Features

Asset mapping improves
efficiency

Mimic visualises multi-site overview
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The 360⁰ asset mapping system integration is an added value solution, which is linked dynamically to 
the Datalog graphics package for building, fire and security management.

Asset mapping for your buildings enables you to zoom in and out of areas to pinpoint control 
equipment such as fire, intruder, access control panels and much more. Information is no longer 
stored in someone’s head; instead it is easily and quickly accessed through a central location, thereby 
maximising operational efficiency and contractor time on your site. 

Upon highlighting an individual piece of equipment you can access a wide range of documentation 
[that you choose to store in that portal] specific to that panel, such as operating / installation manuals, 
datasheets, guarantees etc. 360⁰ asset mapping provides a very powerful tool for responding to 
events, when time is critical.

& Benefits
Features

Guard tour provides resilience
to false alarms

Asset mapping improves efficiency
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Guard tour software can be incorporated using any alarm monitoring input connected to the Datalog 
system as a ‘Tour Point’. Devices are secured and inhibited on route as the tour progresses, enabling a 
single person to patrol in safety and still monitor a secure site. The software provides the capability to 
create ‘and’ and ‘or’ relationships between different systems and detection types, combining them to 
provide a more effective solution that is resilient to false alarms.

& Benefits
Features

Greater situation awareness 
through virtual walk testing

Guard tour provides resilience to false alarms
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Systems integration will not only provide smarter interoperability but will connect disparate systems 
together to a central core database, providing greater situation awareness.

Employing a Virtual Walk Testing Module (VWTM) verifies where testing has taken place. It also 
reduces the impact on resources and cost by enabling building owners to intelligently target the testing 
of those systems and their devices that are not working as expected. This will also eliminate human 
frailty and bring the benefit of 100% integrity for testing regimes.  

The VWTM is also supported by centralised logging and reports facilities that can be searched to 
identify critical testing requirements.

& Benefits
Features

The smart approach to
facilities desk interoperability

through virtual walk testing
Greater situation awareness
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Identifying issues is the first step to facilitating resources to carry out fixes and repairs. How long will 
the repair take, when, by whom and what is the impact of loss of monitoring and control? How will 
planned and unplanned maintenance programmes impact on the integrity of your building systems 
and the teams responsible for monitoring them? 

Software systems integration is a smarter way to ensure interoperability with your facilities support 
desk. This provides your monitoring and management team with dynamically updated status and 
feedback, to empower and enable them to be more aware and act upon the increased potential of risk 
and threats.

& Benefits
Features

facilities desk interoperability 
The smart approach to
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Integration

Access Control BMS & Energy CCTV Matrix Cell Call Fire Intercom IP Network CCTV

Perimeter Radio Paging Staff Safety Sytem Drivers VDUs Intruder In Development

To view the latest drivers that integrate with Cortech Developments’ latest major software version, Datalog 5, please click here.
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How Datalog MV makes a difference and adds value:

Datalog MV talks directly to the manufacturers API which allows you to benefit from many of the manufacturer specific 
features, thereby maximising the effectiveness of your system.

Datalog MV talks to multiple CCTV systems across multiple sites, which provides significant cost benefits when 
combining legacy and new technology.

Datalog MV gives you the flexibility to invest in the best of breed CCTV systems that align with your current and future 
security requirements.

Datalog MV provides an enhanced ‘video replay’ experience. Live, alarm pre/post and historical video footage can be 
viewed simultaneously across all connected manufacturers systems.

Datalog MV enhances system stability, reduces risk, provides flexible operation and improves situation awareness.

Datalog MV

Key benefits of Datalog MV

Datalog MV operates with the latest version of 
Datalog and significantly enhances the control, 
flexibility and stability of managing a wide range of 
camera systems across estates.
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Reduced risk Datalog MV is a standalone system

System stability Improved resilience and fault tolerance

Video ‘runs out of process’ Datalog will not be adversely affected by potential third-party video SDK issues

Flexibility Encompasses DVR, NVR and conventional CCTV matrix operation

Multi-purpose Can be deployed on networked pc’s to provide video wall technology

Reduced downtime Self-monitoring system cites errors and automatically activates a restart of CCTV ‘plug ins’

Greater situation awareness ‘Drag and drop’ of cameras

System performance maximised Real-time status update on cameras

Control room privacy Regulations are adhered to with the option to lock and quickly clear the main display

Enhanced incident analysis Digital zoom feature on specific cameras

Key benefits

Back to overview

Datalog MV
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“A custody suite places demands on systems which are very different from most security applications. It is a 
challenging workplace with the staff at the charge desk handling calls, requests, alerts, alarms, controlling points 
of entry and exit with the distraction of a potentially volatile and hostile environment.

We therefore needed a security solution which could transparently integrate our access control, intruder alarm, 
intercom and CCTV, to ensure that we gain maximum benefit from all the individual systems. The solution 
provided by Cortech and Vicon has proved to be highly effective. It allows our operators with minimal training 
to efficiently control the systems employed within their custody suite, enabling them to react to incidents in an 
organised manner.”

Paul Pickering, Inspector - Custody Management Unit 
Cleveland Police

Testimonials

Back to all
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“The management system provided by Cortech is state of the art equipment, which helps our operators to view 
events and manage security events through the 3D graphical interface. The quality of the system is excellent, by 
clicking on a camera icon a CCTV image can be viewed from the other side of the city.”

Peter Foy
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust

Testimonials

Back to all
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“The Datalog software has enhanced our operational efficiency for handling alarms in key areas of the Airport. 
This integration initiative has also created a cost effective single point of operation for our lift emergency, service 
yard intercoms and panic alarms within specific passenger areas. Importantly as a modular platform the software 
is scalable, enabling the Airport to deploy the latest technology as part of its evolving requirements.”

Geoff Densham, Project Manager
Manchester Airport PLC

Testimonials

Back to all
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“The protection of the Museum collections and the safety of our staff and visitors are of paramount importance. 
We care for over two million objects in our collection, an outstanding resource that is both unique and extremely 
valuable. We have invested in a high security solution that is driven by Cortech’s software enabling us to simplify 
our operating processes. Using a combination of people and technology we are able to maximise response time 
for alarms and deploy resources within seconds.”

Steven Cox, Head of Facilities and Security
Museum of London

Testimonials

Back to all
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“Our operators have used the software for many years now and they have found it to be both reliable and simple 
to operate. 
 
Furthermore Northumbrian Water Limited has a number of water treatment works and the Datalog software 
allows us to monitor activity locally and remotely from a main control room. This enables us to manage our 
operations in a cost effective manner. The upgrade itself will significantly enhance our operations by monitoring 
events in real time and allowing our operators to view instant video play back of incidents.”

Colin Thomson, Security and Emergency Planning Manager
Northumbrian Water Ltd

Testimonials

Back to all
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“We chose Datalog primarily for its ease of integration to all our systems and additionally the user friendly way in 
which it is laid out and functions. It has been completely reliable without failure since the day it was first installed.”

Alan Owens, Engineering Services Manager
Rampton Hospital

Testimonials

Back to all
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“We rely upon our Cortech Datalog system for all of our intruder alarms, door alarms and panic alarms. It has 
been an invaluable tool in delivering our security services across a large and complex healthcare site.

The ease with which it has linked to our other security systems such as CCTV, door access and third party alarm 
systems means that we can have a single reference point for multiple alarms and events. This makes for a more 
efficient security control room and helps us to provide a faster and more reliable response.

I have had hands on experience with Datalog at the Royal Infirmary for almost seven years now and in that time 
we have never known it to fail.”

Gordon Chalmers, Security Manager
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh

Testimonials

Back to all
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“We have benefitted considerably from centralising our operations and it has brought about a multitude of 
operational and cost efficiencies. The Datalog software is now at the heart of our security operations and links 
our sites together seamlessly. Datalog has significantly simplified our processes for responding to alarms and 
events. We are able to identify the precise location of alarms and incidents quickly through the 3D rendered 
graphical building and floor plans. The information the system generates now provides us with an important audit 
trail of alarms and events including a historical log of video verification.”

Gerald Doocey, Operations Technical Support Group Manager
Veolia Water Central

Testimonials

Back to all
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“Once Datalog is working successfully on your site – which happens very quickly – it behaves itself. I’ve not had 
any problems in 15 years, which is testament to the robustness of the software. I’m very proud of the system we 
have here.”

Rob Marshall, Security Manager
Cambridge University Press

Testimonials

Back to all
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“Datalog has fully met our expectations. Managing our centralised Alarm Receiving Centre with one database 
simplifies our operations greatly within the control room. We are able to respond to various alarms and events 
quickly. The system has already enabled the University to reduce risk and provide greater situation awareness.”

Bobby Shanks, Electrical Engineer
University of Strathclyde

Testimonials

Back to all
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Cortech Developments

A leading software integration company – building, fire and security sectors

Established in 1992 – independent and privately owned

Specialised software for critical infrastructure & high-security environments

UK & International – software solutions deployed in 27 countries

Command & control solutions for multiple sites

Manufacturer and systems installer – agnostic

In-house software development and 3D visualisation for graphic maps

ISO 9001:2008 accreditation and working towards ISO 27001:2013
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Contact

www.cortech.co.uk

Middle East Office

Cortech Developments Middle East DMCC
Office 405, JBC1
Cluster G
Dubai
United Arab Emirates

Tel +971 (0) 44 524 256
Email info@cortech.ae

UK Office

Cortech Developments UK 
Brook House Farm
Withers Lane
High Legh
Knutsford
Cheshire
WA16 0SG
United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0) 1925 750600
Email info@cortech.co.uk

Twitter

LinkedIn

Google +

www.cortech.co.uk

Datalog   Smart Buildings   Features & Benefits   Integration   Datalog MV   Testimonials   Cortech Developments   Contact

http://www.cortech.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Cortech_UK
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cortech-development
https://plus.google.com/u/0/108648779653878637559



